Fuchsia Gall Mite .... There is help and you can save your plants
Fuchsia Gall Mite is the result of a tiny microscopic mite called Aculops fuchsiae. As it sucks out the juices of your tender new growth it causes thickened, curled leaf tips that look like a fist or warty. Only fuchsias are affected by this gall mite. How did you get this nasty little mite onto your beautiful fuchsias and what can you do about it? This mite is spread mostly by hummingbirds and the wind but also by hands, clothing, and passing insects. Be careful as you are looking at your other fuchsias that you do not accidentally spread the mite.

This is what you do
Prune off all affected growth well below where you see damage. As you are pruning be sure to throw the foliage directly into a plastic bag that you will immediately throw away. This is important! When finished, wash off your pruners thoroughly, go into the house, change your clothes and gloves and throw them in the washing machine. Put on new clothes and gloves and then set up your spray equipment. Thanks to one of our customers who tried and succeeded in solving her fuchsia gall mite problem, we have some good tips for you.

Now comes the important part, the four day schedule:
You need to know that the gestation period for baby mites is generally 4 days and the entire life cycle is 21 days. By treating on a 4 day schedule you catch the little tiny baby mites as they hatch. If you wait to treat or only treat once then the mites can grow up and lay more eggs and start to work again. Watch carefully for any re-infestation and deal with it immediately.

There are multiple products that list mites as one of the insects it kills. 

We cannot make specific recommendations. Remember, ALWAYS read the directions all the way through. Wear gloves, long sleeves and or other protective clothing as noted on the label. Wash up afterwards. Use all the spray that you mix. When you to spray it is better to spray thoroughly. Some people have good success by spraying all of their fuchsias to catch any beginning infestations. 
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